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1.1 South-North Water Diversion Project

Quenching the Dry North’s Thirst

What is the South-North Water Diversion Project?

As early as 1952, Chairman Mao Zedong, during an inspection of the Yellow River, pointed out,
“There is plenty of water in the south of our country, but a shortage of water in the north. If possible,
we should borrow some water from the south.” This was the first time the magnificent concept of
the South-North Water Diversion Project had been mentioned. This project, as its name suggests,
simply means channeling water from South China to the northern parts of the country.

China has quite abundant water resources, putting it sixth in the world in this respect, but there

is a water imbalance between the regions — generally more water in the south than in the north.
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Argument in an Archive

But, ignoring the hubbub, we find that in fact there are only two main arguments. When the
official rushes to the fore, we find the jiaguwen {Oracle-Bones-the-earliest- Chinese-characters;
seratched-on-animal-bones-and-tortoise-shels)-insisting and beating the table: “We are the earliest

Chinese characters. On what grounds do you claim that we are not calligraphy?”” The tone is heavy
enough to crack the tortoise shells upon which the jiaguwen were scratched.
Before the muddle-headed official tries to intervene in time, arguments arise on all sides,
endlessly.
“It seems to me that they reject us just because we are carved!” The face of a Great Seal
character becomes as dark as the bronze vessel he was cast on in either the Shang Dynasty {1600-
1046-BC) or Zhou Dynasty {1046-256-BC). He tosses his head, and spits out: “Huh! So what if we

are not written with a brush?”
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The Origin of “Serving the People”

In 1944 Zhang Side and some other soldiers were engaged in the task of excavating a kiln for
burning charcoal. Just before finishing the job, they checked for places which were not solid
enough; these they tamped to make them firmer. Tapping all over with his pickaxe, Zhang Side
noticed a faint sound, which, upon listening carefully, he recognized as falling sand. He was
alarmed —Something was wrong! Zhang Side was afraid that the roof was not solid, and the kiln
was about to cave in!

Zhang Side shouted, “Run! Quickly!” He dragged the comrades who were near him towards the
mouth of the kiln. But cracks appeared in the roof of the kiln, which seemed about to collapse as
loose earth dropped onto the fleeing men. The ones up ahead managed to escape, but Zhang Side
and another comrade were in the rear, and, only a few steps from the entrance, where there was
only room for one man to pass at a time, Zhang Side pushed the other man through in front of him,
giving no thought to his own safety.

With a crash, the whole kiln caved in.
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